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HOMEWORK: 
1. Review materials sent in advance of the meeting and bring copies with you to the 

meeting. 
 

MEETING GOALS: 
1. Develop recommendations for consideration by the JPA board 

 
**FINALIZED MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE** 

http://tstan-irwma.org/ 
 
SUMMARY 
1.   Opening Remarks, Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items, and Standing Items: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott opened the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
2.  Consideration of January 15, 2025, Meeting Summary 
The meeting summary was accepted as the summary of record for January 15, 2025. 
 
3.  Public Comment:  Ms. Lott opened the public comment period. Mr. Ron Ringen said TUD is 
proceeding with the fire water drafting points project to enable firefighters to draw from raw 
water instead of drinking water. Ms. Lott closed the public comment period. 
 
4.   Tuolumne Band Water Tank/Line Close-out Report 
Ms. Diana Beasley presented the report. The Tuolumne Rancheria is home to the Tuolumne 
Band of Indians which has approximately 400 members. The original rancheria was almost 300 
acres and the Tribe currently owns 2,000 acres with almost 1,000 in trust.  
 
The problems they were experiencing were aging water mains and some undersized pipes 
which caused problems with quantity and quality. There was also a problem with sufficient water 
for fire hydrants. The Tribe had no storage for water of its own.  
 
One solution was to build a large capacity water tank placed at the highest point on the 
rancheria. They also replaced water lines with 8” pipes. The Tribe interconnected with 
Ponderosa Hills and Tuolumne City systems, so the volume created by the tank helped with 
delivery for these other systems. Fifteen new fire hydrants have been installed and are now well 
above the national standards for fire flow.  
 
For funding they partnered with DWR through the IRWMA. Tuolumne Utilities District assisted 
with technical help. Because all the residents of the Rancheria are customers of TUD, TUD will 
continue to provide maintenance, etc. Everything was built to TUD standards.  
 
They have designed several blocks of homes along with additional commercial buildings and 
tribal government buildings. They would like to decrease dependency on treated water for fire 
suppression by substituting Mill Pond water. They are also going to work on recycling gray 
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water, working towards a more sustainable footprint for the Tribe. The total amount of the grants 
was $1.1M for the tank and $2.5M for the water line. 
 
Mr. Ringen said TUD is very proud and happy to be working with the Tribe. He added as TUD 
breaks ground on the Sierra Pines water plant and get it finished; all their customers will be 
served by gravity flow.   
 
5.    MCWRA Headwaters & Downstream Users Presentation: 
Mr. Justin Caporusso presented on behalf of the Mountain Counties Water Resources 
Association. The association is currently focused on advocacy and education. The organization 
has 50 members which include executive members (public agencies/counties), affiliate 
members (outside the Mountain Counties footprint), and associate members (private 
organizations). 
 
In 2022 the association went through a strategic planning process and their focus is outreach, 
education, and advocacy. The mission is to promote the statewide importance of the Sierra 
Nevada Watershed through collaboration and advocacy. It is important to help the rest of the 
state understand the importance of the headwaters as over 60% of California water begins in 
the headwaters. To complicate things, 70% of state legislators turned over in the last four years 
so it is important to educate them on the importance of the headwaters.  
 
To help with education the association hosts legislative tours, has a Sacramento lobbyist, hosts 
webinars, has an annual water forum, gives mobile panel presentations, develops strategic 
partnerships (CA United Water, Urban Water Institute), hosts roundtable discussions (June 12th 
one will be held in Tuolumne C, six board meetings per year, legislative day in Sacramento. 
 
Mr. Caporusso said their approach to advocacy is engage, watch, and monitor. They have a set 
of water and forest management principles. Mountain Counties were early supporters of Prop 4.  
 
Their policy solutions include increased investment in forest and watershed management, 
science-based forest/water management, storage and infrastructure improvements, and 
protection of regional water rights and supply. 
 
You can find the full presentation here: Protecting California's Watershed 
  
6.   Update on Prop 4 from Roundtable of Regions: 
Ms. Lott provided an overview of what is currently known about Prop 4. The presentation is 
available here: Prop 4 Overview from Roundtable of Regions 
 
7.    Standing Items: 
Grant Summary: Ms. Tricia Peller presented the grant updates. The spreadsheet is available 
here:  https://tstan-irwma.org/projects/ ATCAA has 33 homes served so far through their 2023 
grant to improve efficiency. Twain Harte had $135,000 of unused funds and will be using this 
money to replace a leaking valve associated with their million-gallon tank. The drinking water 
reliability project is close to being finished in Groveland. UPUD will be done in early September. 
Twain Harte is installing a station. The county spigot is complete for the homeless campground.  
The $155,000 for updating the IRWMA plan is unfrozen so the IRWMA will proceed with this 
project, probably using a consultant.  
 
The IRWMA is waiting to hear on a $5M grant for water efficiency meters for TUD and 
Groveland. The IRWMA, on behalf of TUD, also submitted a $1.1M Community Wildfire 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGg6bk7Boc/8X2dFWC59YY56x-KSkUfQQ/view?utm_content=DAGg6bk7Boc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h43e06942a4#1
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Defense grant through USDA for draft points and hydrants (for fill trucks). It also includes 
ground treatment at and above the Eureka Ditch. 
 
Members in Good Standing:   
The USFS is collaborating with staff to process a credit card payment. 
 
YSS: Ms. Lott reported there is a hiring freeze which is causing significant constraints for the 
forest. Also because of the freeze, Stanislaus National Forest Supervisor Jason Kuiken is 
currently also the acting forest supervisor for the Tahoe National Forest. The impacts to 
campgrounds are unknown at this point. Funding is available to continue contracted work, but 
no new contracts are being processed currently. 
 
8. Brainstorm of Ideas for Workplan: 
There is a desire to hold a field trip to the experimental forest. It was also suggested that the 
WAC might work with the TC Visitors’ Bureau on the education of tourists to help prevent 
degradation of the watershed from trash. Arranging a tour and talk by Dr. Roger Bales was 
suggested.  
   
11.  Wrap-Up and Adjournment: 
The next business meetings of the WAC and JPA are April 16, 2025.     
 
Submitted by: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott 
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Watershed Advisory Committee Members 

 
Alicia Hanks 

Amador-Tuolumne Community 
Action Agency 

 

Joe Bors ATCAA/Alternate  

 

Kelly Gerkensmeyer 

Calaveras County Water 
District 

 

Present 

Juan Maya CCWD/Alternate  

Tom Parrington Central Sierra Audubon Present 

Walt Kruse CSA/Alternate  

John Buckley 
Central Sierra Environmental 
Resource Center  

Chelsea Lewandowski CSERC/Alternate Present 

Chris O’Flinn City of Angels Camp  

 CAC/Alternate  

Stephen Opie City of Sonora  

Ann Segerstrom CS/Alternate  

Rachel Pearlman Groveland Community 
Services 

 

Pete Kampa GCSD/Alternate  

Judy Selby Jamestown Sanitary District  

Jill McClintock JSD/Alternate  



Summary:  T-S IRWM WAC Meeting 

March 19, 2025 

Kristina Fillmore Murphys Sanitary District  

Dan Murphy MSD/Alternate  

Brian Barclay Pinecrest Permittees Assoc.  

Chris Barth PPA/Alternate  

Diana Beasley TB of Me-Wuk Indians Present 

Laura Hiler TBMWI/Alternate  

Natlie Rizzi Tuolumne County  

Denise Zitnik TC/Alternate  

 

Kirk Ford 

Tuolumne County Resource 
Conservation District 

 

Tricia Pellar TCRCD Present 

Keith Martin Tuolumne Group Sierra Club Present 

Karen Swanson TGSC/Alternate  

Joanne McCulloch TGSC/Alternate  

Ron Ringen Tuolumne Utilities District Present 

Glen Jacobs TUD/Alternate  

Tom Trott Twain Harte Community 
Services District 

 

Lewis Giambruno THCSD/Alternate  

Chris Kvamme 
U.S. Forest Service – 
Stanislaus National Forest Present 

Michael Jow USFS/Alternate  

Jessica Self Union Public Utility District Present 

Jenna Mayo UPUD/Alternate  

Joel Metzger Utica Water & Power Authority Present 

Stacie Walker UWPA/Alternate Present 

 
IRWMA Staff 

Name  Organization Attendance 

Carolyn Lott Carlon Consulting Present 

Lindsay Mattos TCRCD Present 

 
Other Interested Parties Present 

Name  Organization 

Emily Long TUD 

Tom Perkins TUD 

Dennis Mitchell THCSD 

 


