
Summary:  T-S IRWM WAC Meeting 

January 15, 2025 

Tuolumne-Stanislaus Integrated Regional Water 
Management Authority Watershed Advisory 

Committee and JPA Joint Meeting, January 15, 2025  
 

 
HOMEWORK: 

1. Review materials sent in advance of the meeting and bring copies with you to the 
meeting. 

 
MEETING GOALS: 

1. Develop recommendations for consideration by the JPA board 

 
**FINALIZED MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE** 

http://tstan-irwma.org/ 
 
SUMMARY 
1.   Opening Remarks: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott opened the WAC meeting and Chair Ron Ringen called the JPA meeting to 
order at 9:02 a.m. Introductions were made. 
 
2.    Selection of Officers for 2025: 
Motion: Alternate Director Russ Thomas moved, and Alternate Director Pete Kampa seconded, 
a motion to approve the 2025 officers to include Director Ron Ringen as chair, AD Thomas as 
vice-chair, and Director Dennis Mitchell as secretary-treasurer. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
3.   Meeting Summaries: 
Motion: AD Kampa moved, and VC Thomas seconded, a motion to accept the November 20, 
2024, meeting summary as the summary of record. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Agreement: The WAC meeting summary of November 20, 2024, was accepted for the record. 
 
4.   Public Comments on Non-Agendized Items: 
Chair Ringen opened the public comment period. No member of the public commented. The 
chair stated his appreciation for the distribution of grant opportunities.  
 
5.  Standing Items: 
Grants – Ms. Tricia Peller gave a grant status report. The report is available here:  Grant Update 
25-1-15 
 
There was a request for a presentation by THCSD on their storm water project. AD Kampa said 
the California Small Districts Association is issuing a summary of the Climate Bond. Applications 
will likely be due in 2026. He suggested starting a planning group to match projects to the bond 
opportunities.   
 
Members in Good Standing – Ms. Lott reported there is an ongoing effort to find a way to accept 
the USFS payment as it is through a credit card. City of Angels is out of compliance because of 
lack of attendance.  
 
6.   Presentation by DWR on Drought Resilience Planning: 

http://tstan-irwma.org/
https://tstan-irwma.org/library/documents/
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Ms. Julie Ekstrom from DWR provided the presentation. She said this planning process started 
in 2018 after the 2012-2016 drought law addressing water efficiencies and regulations. In that 
framework they found small systems and domestic wells are the most vulnerable to drought. 
DWR put together a county advisory group and asked who is vulnerable and how a drought plan 
should be designed.  
 
Small suppliers with 1,000-3,000 hookups need an abridged water shortage contingency plan. It 
is due July 23rd. The smallest of these suppliers, with 15 hookups or less, must prepare a 
drought element. Agencies must have back up water supply and back up energy.  
 
SB 552 stated counties must create a standing county drought and water shortage task force 
and develop a water shortage plan. This is for domestic wells and small suppliers. The county 
must have a standing committee/task force. The state provides a water shortage vulnerability 
tool for private home wells and state small systems. County Drought Plan Elements are risk 
assessment, plan (guidebook), webinars, sharing portal, and then implementation.   
 
Find out more through the County Drought Resilience Plan Guidebook available here: County 
Drought Resilience Guidebook  Direct technical assistance is available through Stantec or an 
agency can apply for a grant.  
 
Elements of the plan include: 

✓ Formation of Task Force 
✓ Risk assessment 
✓ Develop Drought Resilience Plan 
✓ Update Well Database 
✓ Outreach/Coordination Efforts 
✓ Consolidation planning with General Plan, etc. 

 
Funding for this effort ends June 2026 so plans need to be completed by then to take advantage 
of assistance. Ms. Dore Bietz and Mr. Sean Hembre are the leads for Tuolumne County. The 
plan is about 50% complete. In Calaveras County the Office of Emergency Service should know 
the status of their efforts.  
 
In Tuolumne County, they are looking at: 
Regions with water shortage vulnerability and domestic wells 
Competing water use from fractured rock 
Clusters of communities – Big Prather Meadow, Gravel Range, and Second Garrote 
Domestic wells along Stanislaus River  
Isolated domestic wells in fractured rock areas across the county 
Wildfire risk – Cal Fire and fractured rock big risks 
Social and economic factors  
 
Tuolumne County will possibly reach out to community members through the Board of 
Supervisors Natural Resources Committee. 
 
The plan has no authority to tell the utility districts what to do. Mutual aid agreements might 
come out of collaboration within this planning process. Short-term emergency strategies and 
long-term mitigation (being developed now and will generally need funding) are hoped-for 
results. The TC Task Force meets quarterly.   
 

efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/resources.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/SB-552/DWR_Final_Guidebook_20230313_ADA_508_v5.pdf
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AD Kampa observed this is a good planning tool for utility districts as they can see where 
vulnerabilities lay and how districts can extend services to vulnerable areas if within the reach of 
the public utility. Connection to land use planning is key. 
 
The full presentation can be found here: DWR Drought Resilience Planning Presentation 25-1-
15 
 
For more information contact Julia.ekstrom@water.ca.gov. 
 
7.  Discussion Regarding Worksheet Modification & Recommendation to Open Call for 
Projects: 
Ms. Mattos said she is not sure the old program preferences from DWR are still relevant. She 
suggested they be dropped from the project worksheet for now. She suggested adding new 
preferences based on local objectives. Stormwater projects still would have to answer how the 
project addresses stormwater objectives.  
 
AD Kampa said there is a need to know more about program priorities in the Climate Change 
Bond.  
 
Chair Ringen suggested adding categories to address sprawl and land use. 
 
Agreement: The WAC agreed to recommend to the JPA opening the call for projects January 15 
and closing it March 15.  
 
8.  Beaver Meadows Subcommittee Update: 
Ms. Mattos referenced a Beaver Reintroduction Assessment Tool and stated there would be a 
more comprehensive report at a future meeting. 
 
Conclusion of WAC Meeting 
Ms. Lott dismissed the WAC members from the meeting but invited them to stay for the JPA 
meeting if they chose. Break. 
 
9.   Open Call for Projects: 
Chair Ringen reconvened the JPA meeting at 11:03 a.m.  
 
Motion: AD Kampa moved to open the Call for Projects on January 15, 2025 and close it on 
March 15, 2025. Director Mitchell seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
10.   Financial Report to the Board: 
The bulk of the grant preparation line item was used to prepare the grant application funding for 
updating the IRWMA Plan and applying for Systems of Awards Management for the Federal 
Government for the IRWMA. The account balance is $63,500 with budget-to-date on target.  
 
Motion: VC Thomas moved and AD Kampa seconded a motion to approve the financial report. 
 
11.   Reminder of Form 700 Submission: 
Board members and alternates were reminded to submit their form to Ms. Mattos with a wet 
signature.  
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12.   Other:  
Mr. Gary Sipperley thanked Director Mitchell and Ms. Charlotte Bohlman from THCSD for 
becoming involved with the T-Stan IRWMA. AD Kampa was congratulated as the new president 
of the CA Special District Association. The board thanked Chair Ringen for all the years of 
chairing the IRWMA JPA. The Chair also thanked Ms. Mattos and Ms. Lott for helping the T-
Stan be one of the most effective IRWMs in state.  
 
Chair Ringen closed the meeting at 11:18 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting: The next JPA and WAC meetings will be February 19, 2025. 
 
Submitted by: Carolyn Lott 
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Watershed Advisory Committee Members 

 
Alicia Hanks 

Amador-Tuolumne Community 
Action Agency 

 
Present 

Joe Bors ATCAA/Alternate  

Kelly Gerkensmeyer Calaveras County Water 
District 

 

Present 

Juan Maya CCWD/Alternate  

Walt Kruse Central Sierra Audubon Present 

Tom Parrington CSA/Alternate Present 

John Buckley 
Central Sierra Environmental 
Resource Center  

Chelsea Lewandowski CSERC/Alternate Present 

Chris O’Flinn City of Angels Camp  

Steve Williams CAC/Alternate  

Stephen Opie City of Sonora Present 

Ann Segerstrom CS/Alternate  

Rachel Pearlman Groveland Community 
Services District 

 

Present 

Pete Kampa GCSD/Alternate Present 

Judy Selby Jamestown Sanitary District  

Jill McClintock JSD/Alternate  

Kristina Fillmore Murphys Sanitary District  

Dan Murphy MSD/Alternate  

Brian Barclay Pinecrest Permittees Assoc. Present 

Chris Barth PPA/Alternate  

Diana Beasley TB of Me-Wuk Indians  

Laura Hiler TBMWI/Alternate Present 

Natlie Rizzi Tuolumne County  

Denise Zitnik TC/Alternate  
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Kirk Ford 

Tuolumne County Resource 
Conservation District 

 

Tricia Pellar TCRCD Present 

Keith Martin Tuolumne Group Sierra Club Present 

Karen Swanson  TCSC/Alternate  

Joanne McCulloch TCSC/Alternate  

Ron Ringen Tuolumne Utilities District Present 

Glen Jacobs TUD/Alternate  

Tom Trott Twain Harte Community 
Services District 

 

Lewis Giambruno THCSD/Alternate Present 

Curtis Kvamme 
U.S. Forest Service – 
Stanislaus National Forest  

Michael Jow USFS/Alternate  

Jessica Self Union Public Utility District  

Jenna Mayo UPUD/Alternate Present 

Elaine Urruty UPUD/Alternate  

Joel Metzger Utica Water & Power Authority  

Emily Dondero UWPA/Alternate  

Stacie Walker UWPA/Alternate Present 

 
IRWMA Staff 

Name  Organization Attendance 

Carolyn Lott Carlon Consulting Present 

Lindsay Mattos TCRCD Present 

 
Other Interested Parties Present 

Name  Organization 

Julie Eckstrom  DWR 

Eric Hall TUD 

Don Perkins TUD 

Gary Sipperley  THCSD 

 
JPA 

Name  Organization Attendance 

Bertha Underhill Calaveras County Water District  

Russ Thomas CCWD Alternate Present 

Kelly 
Gerkensmeyer 

 
CCWD Alternate 

 

John Armstrong Groveland Community SD  

Nancy Mora GCSD Alternate  

Pete Kampa GCSD Alternate Present 

Jaron Brandon Tuolumne County  

Daniel (Anaiah) 
Kirk 

 
TC Alternate 
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Sean Hembre TC Alternate Present 

Ron Ringen Tuolumne Utilities District Present 

Glen Jacobs TUD Alternate  

Dennis Mitchell Twain Harte Community SD Present 

Charlotte Bohlman THCSD Alternate Present 

Tom Trott TWCSD Alternate  

 


