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SB 552 Summary of Requirements

• 1,000-2,999 connections + schools: Water shortage contingency plan (by July 2023)

• <1,000 connections: Drought assessment/element for 15-999 connections into 
Emergency Response Plan or Emergency Notification Plan

• All Small Suppliers: Supply conditions & production annual reporting

• All Small Suppliers: Drought resiliency standards – infrastructure upgrades

Small Suppliers*

• Create a standing County Drought & Water Shortage Task Force for state smalls and 
domestic wells (or similar alternative)

• Develop Water Shortage Plan (and assessment) for state smalls and domestic wells in 
the county (or similar alternative)

Counties

• Water Shortage Vulnerability Tool (small suppliers, private supplied homes and state 
small systems 5-15 connections)

• Establish Standing Interagency Drought & Water Shortage Task Force (with local 
government and stakeholder membership)

State

*Includes water suppliers serving less than 3,000 connections and 3,000 Acre Feet. 

Includes non-transient, non-community water systems serving schools; excludes those 

covered under current Urban Water Management Plan
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• 1,000-2,999 connections + schools: Water shortage contingency plan (by July 2023)

• <1,000 connections: Drought assessment/element for 15-999 connections into 
Emergency Response Plan or Emergency Notification Plan

• All Small Suppliers: Supply conditions & production annual reporting

• All Small Suppliers: Drought resiliency standards – CALWARN + infrastructure 
upgrades

Small Suppliers*

• Create a standing County Drought & Water Shortage Task Force for state smalls and 
domestic wells (or similar alternative)

• Develop Water Shortage Plan (and assessment) for state smalls and domestic wells in 
the county (or similar alternative)

Counties

• Water Shortage Vulnerability Tool (small suppliers, private supplied homes and state 
small systems 5-15 connections)

• Establish Standing Interagency Drought & Water Shortage Task Force (with local 
government and stakeholder membership)

State

*Includes water suppliers serving less than 3,000 connections and 3,000 Acre Feet. Includes non-transient, 

non-community water systems serving schools; excludes those covered under current Urban Water 

Management Plan

• Templates complete
• Small systems direct 

install

• 2024 scoring update is 
complete!

• Task Force established 
2023

DWR’s role

• Guidebook

• Assistance Program
• Risk assessment tool
• Monthly webinar series 

for counties



SB 552 Summary: County New Requirements

• Create a standing Drought & Water Shortage Task Force for 
state smalls and domestic wells (or similar alternative)

• Develop Drought Response & Mitigation Plan (and 
assessment) for state smalls and domestic wells in the county 
(or similar alternative)

Counties

Purpose: To facilitate drought and water shortage preparedness for state small water 

systems and domestic wells within the county’s jurisdiction

Flexible format: Stand alone or integrated as part of other efforts and county plans



County: Drought Plan Elements
Plan elements must include:

• Potential drought and water shortage risk

• Proposed interim and long-term solutions for state smalls and domestic 
wells in the county

Consider at a minimum:

• Consolidations for existing water systems and domestic wells

• Domestic well drinking water mitigation programs

• Provision of emergency and interim drinking water solutions

• An analysis of the steps necessary to implement the plan

• An analysis of funding sources available to implement the plan



To Support Counties with SB 552
State Activities

Assess Risks Plan Implement

• Data 

• Interactive tools

• Training

• Guidebook

• Webinars

• Sharing portal

• TBD

State 

Activities
• Direct technical assistance

• Planning grants



Guidebook

Guidebook

12-county member workgroup 

developed guidebook 2022/23

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/SB-552/DWR_Final_Guidebook_20230313_ADA_508_v5.pdf


Water Shortage 
Vulnerability 
Assessment & 
Explorer Tool
 

• Domestic wells and state small systems 

(PLSS grid)

• Small water systems (4,225 systems)



Vulnerability Explorer
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What is Available

1. Tutorial walk-through of tool

2. Explorer Tool: 

https://arcg.is/1fjHrD1

3. Methods documentation

4. Download data

 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/SB-552-Tool 

https://arcg.is/1fjHrD1
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/SB-552-Tool


Full Scope
Developing Indicators Together

Vulnerability

Precipitation
Wildfire 

Risk

Subsidence

Geology

Surround 
Land Use

Water 
Quality

Susceptible 
Wells

Dry Well 
Reports

Single 
Parent 

Household
No Vehicle

High 
poverty

Linguistic 
Isolation

Income

Shallow 
wells

Sea level 
rise

Projected 
wildfire 

risk

Projected 
temperature 

change

Workshop breakout group discussions of the 

County Drought Advisory Group 2019



Assistance
Scope may include:
• Formation/Strengthen Drought 

and Water Shortage Task Force
• Risk assessment
• Develop Drought Resilience Plan
• Update Well Database
• Outreach/Coordination Efforts
• Consolidation planning
• Connect with other plans (LHMP, 

General Plan, or others)

Assistance
$125,000 maximum

4 Counties
- Tulare
- Santa Cruz
- San Diego
- Napa
- (Madera)

Completed Plan

Task Force

51 Counties 

35 Counties 

21 Counties 
Direct Technical Assistance

Financial Grants



Assistance Distribution

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-

Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-

Assistance-Program 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program


California County Café

Statewide SB 552 Status

Source: 11/12/2024 data based on input from 56 counties enrolled in DWR’s assistance 
program. Exclusions: The City and County of San Francisco are covered by other 
requirements, and one has not enrolled in DWR’s assistance program.

1 5

50

Task Force Formation

Not Started In Progress Completed

14

33

9

Risk Assessment

40

11

5

Response Actions and 
Mitigation Strategies 

40

12

4

County Drought Resilience 
Plan Development

14 Statewide SB 552 Status11/13/2024



Sharing: County Tracking Dashboard

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-
Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program  

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
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Information on SB 552 Activities

• https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-

552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
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Tuolumne County 

Drought Resilience Plan Development



Tuolumne County Service Plan-05

• Supported through DWR’s County Drought Resilience Planning Assistance Program
• Up to $125,000 in financial assistance or Direct Technical Assistance (DTA)
• Tuolumne County selected DTA Support

• CSP Support to Tuolumne County includes:
• Preparation of a Risk Assessment
• Preparation of a County Drought Resilience Plan (DRP) as a stand-alone document
• Facilitation and support of Project Coordination Team and Drought Task Force meetings.

• The County DRP Supports:
• County General Plan
• Emergency Response Plan

• Facilitates drought and water shortage preparedness for:
• State Small Water Systems
• Domestic wells

• Plan for the future

Santa Clara County DRP 18
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Organizational Framework
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Stantec and 
DWR

County Administrative 
Office/Office of Emergency 

Services 

Public Communication 
and Engagement

DRP Development Team
Project Coordination Team

Tuolumne County Board of 
Supervisors
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PCT and Task Force Membership
Organization PCT Task Force

Tuolumne County Administrative Office  

Tuolumne County Office of Emergency Services  

Tuolumne County Environmental Health  

Tuolumne County Geographic Information Services  

Tuolumne Utilities District  

Groveland Community  

Twain Harte Community Service District 

USFS Stanislaus Forest 

Turlock Irrigation District 

Tuolumne Band of Me Wuk Indians 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria Me-Wuk Indians of California 

Pacific Gas and Electric 

City of Sonora 

Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District 
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Tuolumne Count Drought Resilience Plan Outline

• Chapter 1: Introduction
• Chapter 2: County Drought and Water Shortage Task Force
• Chapter 3: Drought and Water Shortage Risk Assessment
• Chapter 4: Short-Term Response Actions 
• Chapter 5: Long-Term Mitigation Strategy and Actions
• Chapter 6: Implementation Considerations
• References
• Appendices

• Appendix A: Risk Assessment Exhibits

Santa Clara county DRP 21
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25%

50%

50%

85%

85%

85%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

CH 6. IMPLEMENTATION 
CONSIDERATIONS

CH 5. LONG-TERM MITIGATION 
STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS

CH 4. SHORT-TERM RESPONSE 
ACTIONS

CH 3. DROUGHT AND WATER
SHORTAGE RISK ASSESSMENTS

CH 2. COUNTY DROUGHT AND WATER 
SHORTAGE TASK FORCE

CH 1. INTRODUCTION

Percent Complete
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Tuolumne Count Drought Resilience Plan Status



Risk Assessment Results and Validation
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Physical Vulnerability Results

• Darker shades indicate higher 

physical vulnerability

• Composite of all physical 

vulnerability indicators

Are the areas with physical 

vulnerability where you 

expected?
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Identified SSWS and Domestic Wells
• Any missing SSWS or domestic 

wells?
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Domestic Wells State Small Water Systems



Risk Assessment Findings
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Regions with Water Shortage 

Vulnerability and Domestic Wells/SSWS
Vulnerability Drivers

Social 

Vulnerability

Communities in Communities in local 

center or dense communities

• Cal Fire - Very High Hazard 

• Competing water demand in Fractured Rock Area

• Fractured Rock Area

Medium-High

Clusters of communities - Big Prather 

Meadow, Gravel Range, and Second 

Garrotte

• Cal Fire - Very High Hazard 

• Competing water demand in Fractured Rock Area

• Fractured Rock Area 

Low-Medium-
High

Domestic Wells and SSWS along the 

Stanislaus River

• Cal Fire - Very High Hazard 

• Competing water demand in Fractured Rock Area

• Poverty and unemployment 

High

Isolated Domestic Wells in Fractured Rock 

Area Across the County

• Cal Fire - Very High Hazard 

• Competing water demand in Fractured Rock Area

• Population 65 and older

Low-Medium



DRIP Collaborative
California 

Established by DWR in 2023 per SB 552 of 2021 in 

collaboration with other state agencies



DRIP Collaborative Purpose: Facilitate proactive state planning and coordination, both for 
predrought planning and mitigation, emergency response, and post-drought management, and to 
develop strategies to enhance collaboration between various fields, for all types of water users.
(Water Code §10609.80., subd. (b))
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Interagency & Partners

 Collaborative

26 members

1

Agency Secretaries & 
Governor’s Office

Summary 
report

Periodic update on state drought program accomplishments, 
challenges, and recommendations to support proactive 

planning and response for drought

4

Spring
Summer
Fall

Regular annual schedule
(drought & non-drought years)5

Network of state agency and other 
experts for presentations on topics2

Ad hoc Work Groups may be requested 
by Task Force, as needed. No 
permanent Work Group structure.

3

DRIP Organizational Structure



State Agency 
Members

State Agency Delegate

CA Natural Resources Agency Nancy Vogel

Department of Water Resources Karla Nemeth (John 
Andrew)

CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Josh Grover

California Environmental 
Protection Agency

Anna Naimark (Katy 
Landau)

State Water Board Joaquin Esquivel (Andrew 
Altevogt)

CA Dept of Food and Agriculture Virginia Jameson (Tawny 
Mata)

California Office of Emergency 
Services Tina Curry (Nate Ortiz)

Governor’s Office for Planning and 
Research

Elea Becker-Lowe (Ben 
McMahan)

State Agency Members: 1 representative each, 
alternate in parenthesis



Non-State 
Membership

Name Organization

Louisa McCovey Yurok Tribe

Matessa Martin Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians

Kyle Jones Community Water Center

Tim Worley California Association of Mutual Water 
Companies

Tami McVay Self Help Enterprises

Cyril Barmore Rural Community Assistance Corporation

Suzanne Pecci Dom. Well Planning Grp South American 
Subbasin

Brent Hastey Plumas Lake Self Storage, Owner

Anna Schiller Environmental Defense Fund

Redgie Collins California Trout, Inc.

Emily Rooney Agricultural Council of California

Jason Colombini Jay Colombini Ranch, Inc.

Catherine Freeman California State Association of Counties

Sierra Ryan Santa Cruz County

Alvar Escriva-Bou University of California Los Angeles

Laura Ramos California Water Institute at Fresno State

Carolina Hernandez Los Angeles County Public Works

Katie Ruby California Urban Water Agencies (CUWA)

Tribal Representatives

Technical Assistance Provider*

Community-based 
Organizations*

The Public*

The Environment

Agriculture

Local Government*

Experts in Land Use/Water*

Public Water Systems 

Non-State Agency Members:
(18 total, 2 per category, asterisk * indicates category 
specified in Water Code)



2024 Recommendations
One sentence summaries

Drought 
Relevant Data

Drought 
Preparedness 

for
Domestic 

Wells

Drought 
Definition and 

Narrative

1. Drought Indicators and Metrics | Alvar Escriva-Bou
Indicators and metrics to improve drought decisions, actions and resilience.

2. Rapid Inventory of Drought-Related Tools and Resources | Elea Becker Lowe/ Ben McMahan
Rapid inventory of drought related tools & resources relevant to California.

3. Empowering Country Drought Resilience Planning for Domestic Wells and State Smalls | Kyle Jones, Sierra Ryan
Potential solutions to address challenges associated with SB 552 implementation.

4. Voluntary Community-Based Well Monitoring Program | Suzanne Pecci
Encourage organization of voluntary well monitoring networks to monitor domestic wells and support community engagement.

5. Roles and Responsibilities | Sierra Ryan, Kyle Jones
Outline of roles and responsibilities of various authorities to provide short-term and long-term drinking water solutions for existing domestic 
wells, and comprehensive planning to limit new development in areas with failing domestic wells until solutions are reached.

6. Drought Definitions and Case Studies (combined 6&8) | Katie Ruby, Elea Becker-Lowe 
Drought related case studies across sectors and geographies that help guide drought narrative definitions.

7. Communication Program | Tim Worley, Laura Ramos
A continuous communication program to elevate public awareness and activate appropriate responses according to near-term and longer-
term water conditions.



2024 Recommendations
One sentence summaries

Drought 
Relevant Data

Drought 
Preparedness 

for
Domestic 

Wells

Drought 
Definition and 

Narrative

1. Drought Indicators and Metrics | Alvar Escriva-Bou
Indicators and metrics to improve drought decisions, actions and resilience.

2. Rapid Inventory of Drought-Related Tools and Resources | Elea Becker Lowe/ Ben McMahan
Rapid inventory of drought related tools & resources relevant to California.

3. Empowering Country Drought Resilience Planning for Domestic Wells and State Smalls | Kyle Jones, Sierra Ryan
Potential solutions to address challenges associated with SB 552 implementation.

4. Voluntary Community-Based Well Monitoring Program | Suzanne Pecci
Encourage organization of voluntary well monitoring networks to monitor domestic wells and support community engagement.

5. Roles and Responsibilities | Sierra Ryan, Kyle Jones
Outline of roles and responsibilities of various authorities to provide short-term and long-term drinking water solutions for existing domestic 
wells, and comprehensive planning to limit new development in areas with failing domestic wells until solutions are reached.

6. Drought Definitions and Case Studies (combined 6&8) | Katie Ruby, Elea Becker-Lowe 
Drought related case studies across sectors and geographies that help guide drought narrative definitions.

7. Communication Program | Tim Worley, Laura Ramos
A continuous communication program to elevate public awareness and activate appropriate responses according to near-term and longer-
term water conditions.

Members Approved

Continued development in 2025



2025 Focus Areas
Workgroups to develop problem statements – early 2025

1. Reducing Ecosystem Impacts of Drought 
Even during wetter periods, water management in California often fails to prioritize ecosystem health. 
This makes it harder for the State's native species, that have adapted to the State’s arid, Mediterranean 
climate, to recover from water shortages and impacts from climate change. 

2. Land Use Planning for Drought Resiliency
If past patterns of California land-use and water demands continue, projected water needs over time will 
increase beyond current supply and cause greater stress to California’s water resources. 

3. Water Infrastructure & Planning
To be developed through the workgroup

4. Cross-Cutting Themes
How to incorporate or craft stand-alone problem statements for climate adaptation and nature-based 
solutions, and how to address cross-cutting themes into the future discussions.

5. Drought Communication
Discussion of a much-needed communication program.



Questions & Comments?

For more information: https://water.ca.gov/drip 

Contact: Julia.Ekstrom@water.ca.gov

- Join email list for announcements about meetings

- All meetings are public following Bagley Keene Open Meeting Act

- We welcome public comments

https://water.ca.gov/drip
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