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HOMEWORK: 
1. Review materials sent in advance of the meeting and bring copies with you to the 

meeting. 
 

MEETING GOALS: 
1. Develop recommendations for consideration by the JPA board 

 
**FINALIZED MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE** 

http://tstan-irwma.org/ 
 
SUMMARY 
1.   Opening Remarks: 
Chair Ron Ringen opened the JPA Board meeting at 9:03 a.m. The WAC meeting was opened 
at the same time.  
 
2.   Meeting Summaries: 
Motion: Director Gary Sipperley moved, and Director John Mora seconded a motion to accept 
the board summary of September 18, 2024, as the summary of record. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
WAC Agreement: A correction was noted that the final project report had been submitted by 
UTICA. With that correction, the summary of September 18, 2024, was agreed to as the 
summary of record.  
 
3.   Public Comments on Non-Agendized Items: 
The chair opened the public comment period. No comments were offered. The chair closed the 
public comment period.  
 
4.  Standing Items: 
Ms. Tricia Peller gave a grant status report. She said the Prop One grant is wrapping up and the 
final grant report has been sent in and is under review by DWR. She is working on the last 
invoices for the multi-benefit grant. ATCAA just started their Prop One Water Wise project, and 
she is waiting for the Quarter 3 report. An extension was requested for the DAC water project. A 
water spigot was installed and paid for by the grant for the Tuolumne County homeless camp. 
GCSD has a notice to proceed out for their water access point. 
 
5.  Presentation on Watershed Impact of Reintroduction of Beavers: 
Ms. Lott introduced the speaker, Ms. Anne Calderwood. Ms. Lott emphasized the connection 
between watershed sustainability and resilience and the objectives of the IRWMA.  
 
Ms. Calderwood highlighted Governor Newsome’s “beaver bill” which makes beavers official 
members of California’s climate resilience team. The legislation can be found here:  
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2196.  Fish and 
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Wildlife has a restoration plan that can be found here: 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver. 
 
Studies have found there is a gap between policy and what is happening on the ground. Fish 
and Wildlife now has a list of entities that want beavers to be relocated to their property. 
Unfortunately, only about half survive relocation.  
 
Beaver analogue dams can help beavers relocate in the reservoirs. Beaver deceivers can be 
used to lower the water if the beaver has caused the water to be too high in an area. Beavers 
also slow the flow of water. 
 
Ms. Emily Fairfax is doing research on the impact of beavers on wildfire. This research indicates 
areas where beavers are living came back faster after a fire because the effects of the beavers 
slow fire. More information is available here: 
https://emilyfairfaxscience.com/research/firebeavers/ 
 
The USFS Beaver Restoration Assessment Tool helps assess whether an area is appropriate 
for reintroduction of beaver. Once in the watershed the beavers scale up on their own. The 
Beaver Restoration Guidebook is available here:  https://www.fws.gov/media/beaver-
restoration-guidebook. Beavers help hold water on the land rather than have it lost to the sea.  
 
Ben Cook from Trout Unlimited offered to answer questions. In response to whether there are 
beavers in our area, Mr. Cook referred people to the Inaturalist.org website  
 
A question was asked about whether any organization is funding reintroduction of beavers. Mr. 
Cook said the CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife may have funding. The USFS has the Lost 
Meadows Model which identifies meadows that could be restored with the help of beaver 
restoration.  
 
Regarding whether beavers will make burrows instead of lodges, Mr. Cook said it is dependent 
on what is available at the site where they are living.  
 
Mr. Cook said muskrats are compatible with beavers, but they don’t get along with otters.  
 
It was noted that Tuolumne County is considering targeted grazing. 
 
Ms. Mattos recorded ideas for how to begin a feasibility study of sorts and who might be 
interested in participating in such an undertaking. 
 
6.  Overview of Water Smart Grant Application: 
Ms. Mattos said this grant is being offered through the Bureau of Reclamation. GCSD and TUD 
want to apply for smart water meters through this grant. Mr. Don Perkins said TUD has 4300 of 
their over 14,000 water meters that are still manually read. They know this impacts how quickly 
customers can be notified of leaks. Almost all the proposed meter conversions will be in DAC 
communities. Currently it takes several vehicles to drive around and read the meters as they 
pass by. AMI technology, which is cellular based, in combination with Smart Meters, will 
eliminate this technique. 
 
GCSD has about 3500 meters to replace and their problem is topography. Having real time 
access by customers would save water, staffing, and vehicle use.  
 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver
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https://www.fws.gov/media/beaver-restoration-guidebook
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Motion: Director Sipperley moved, and Director Mora seconded, a motion to accept Resolution 
2024-01 authorizing submission of a Water Smart Grant for smart water meters. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
7.   Field Trip Instructions and Leave for Westside Dam: 
Ms. Diana Beasley gave a little background on the restoration effort and provided driving 
directions. 
 
8.  Wrap-Up and Adjournment: 
The chair closed the meeting at 10:02 a.m. The next meeting of the JPA and the WAC is 
November 20, 2024.  
 
Submitted by: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott  
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Watershed Advisory Committee Members 

 
Alicia Hanks 

Amador-Tuolumne Community 
Action Agency 

 
 

Joe Bors ATCAA/Alternate  

Kelly Gerkensmeyer Calaveras County Water 
District 

 

 

Juan Maya CCWD/Alternate Present 

Walt Kruse Central Sierra Audubon Present 

Tom Parrington CSA/Alternate Present 

John Buckley 
Central Sierra Environmental 
Resource Center  

Chelsea Lewandowski CSERC/Alternate Present 

Chris O’Flinn City of Angels Camp  

Steve Williams CAC/Alternate Present 

Stephen Opie City of Sonora Present 

Ann Segerstrom CS/Alternate  

Rachel Pearlman Groveland Community 
Services District 

 

Present 

Pete Kampa GCSD/Alternate  

Rebecca Miller-Cripps Jamestown Sanitary District Present 

Judy Selby JSD/Alternate  

Jill McClintock JSD/Alternate  

Kristina Fillmore Murphys Sanitary District  

Dan Murphy MSD/Alternate  

Brian Barclay Pinecrest Permittees Assoc.  

Chris Barth PPA/Alternate  

Diana Beasley TB of Me-Wuk Indians Present 
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Laura Hiler TBMWI/Alternate  

Natlie Rizzi Tuolumne County  

Denise Zitnik TC/Alternate Present 

 

Kirk Ford 

Tuolumne County Resource 
Conservation District 

 

 

Tricia Pellar TCRCD Present 

Keith Martin Tuolumne Group Sierra Club Present 

Karen Swanson  TCSC/Alternate  

Joanne McCulloch TCSC/Alternate Present 

Ron Ringen Tuolumne Utilities District Present 

Glen Jacobs TUD/Alternate Present 

Tom Trott Twain Harte Community 
Services District 

 

Lewis Giambruno THCSD/Alternate Present 

Curtis Kvamme 
U.S. Forest Service – 
Stanislaus National Forest  

Michael Jow USFS/Alternate Present 

Jessica Self Union Public Utility District  

Jenna Mayo UPUD/Alternate  

Elaine Urruty UPUD/Alternate  

Joel Metzger Utica Water & Power Authority  

Emily Dondero UWPA/Alternate  

Stacie Walker UWPA/Alternate Present 

 
IRWMA Staff 

Name  Organization Attendance 

Carolyn Lott Carlon Consulting Present 

Lindsay Mattos TCRCD Present 

 
Other Interested Parties Present 

Name  Organization 

Ana Rousan-Gedese CCWD 

Jeff Hollis TUD 

Amber Schone GCSD 

Anne Calderwood Ebbetts Pass Forest Health 

Ben Cook Trout Unlimited 

 


