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Management Authority Watershed Advisory 

Committee Meeting, September 18, 2024  
 

 
 

HOMEWORK: 
1. Review materials sent in advance of the meeting and bring copies with you to the 

meeting. 
 

MEETING GOALS: 
1. Develop recommendations for consideration by the JPA board 

 
**FINALIZED MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE** 

http://tstan-irwma.org/ 
 
SUMMARY 
1.   Opening Remarks and Introductions: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott opened the meeting and introductions were made. Meeting protocols were 
reviewed. 
 
2.  Consideration of August 21, 2024, Meeting Summary 
WAC Agreement:  The meeting summary was accepted as the summary of record for August 
21, 2024. 
 
3.  Public Comment:  Ms. Lott opened the public comment period. No comments were offered.  
Ms. Lott closed the public comment period. 
  
4.   Standing Items: 
Grant Summary:  Ms. Tricia Peller presented the grant updates.  
Ms. Tricia Peller reported the Prop One Round grant needs project completion reports to be 
submitted by Utica, GCSD, Tuolumne Band. The ATCAA water conservation project is 
underway. For the Urban and Multi-benefit Drought grant, THCSD refurbished a tank, and the 
final report is needed. The same is the situation for the Tuolumne Band retention pond, return 
water line, and tank. For the DAC Drinking Water Reliability grant, work continues on the water 
fill stations for GCSD and UPUD. ATCAA is wrapping up well testing and has not had many 
interested parties. Ms. Lindsay Mattos is in conversation with Tuolumne County regarding using 
left over funds from ATCAA for water access for the homeless camp near the new courthouse. 
Angels Camp is also interested in a fill station at their park.  
 
Members in Good Standing:   
Ms. Lott said the annual fee has not been received from the USFS. There still are a couple of 
representatives who have not completed Ethics/Brown Act training. 
 
YSS:  Ms. Lott reported the USFS released the first Record of Decision for SERAL 2.0 (Social 
and Ecological Resilience Across the Landscape).  The SERAL 2.0 project is in the Griswold 
Creek, Middle Fork Stanislaus, and South Fork Stanislaus watersheds, primarily north of the 
Tuolumne River, west of the Clavey River, and between the North Fork and Middle Fork 
Stanislaus River. The project aims to: Improve habitat for aquatic and terrestrial species, reduce 
invasive weeds, improve old-growth forest conditions, and support the local economy.  

http://tstan-irwma.org/
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The Stanislaus National Forest published the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for 
the SERAL 2.0 project on June 7, 2024. Mr. Curtis Kvamme noted Rim reforestation work 
continues. 
 
5.  Overview of Water Smart Grant Application: 
Staff submitted a $155,000 planning grant to the Bureau of Reclamation to incorporate climate 
change in the IRWMA Plan. The focus is to address the climate change requirements coming 
through DWR. The goal is to start the plan update next fall. The Bureau will announce grantees 
in January. The update process would need to be complete in 2028. Staff plans to use volunteer 
committees as with the last update. The hope is then to contract out for analysis for climate 
change integration and include some modeling. Finally public hearings would need to be held. 
Any changes in response to public comments would be made and then it would be considered 
by the JPA Board for adoption. 
 
6.  Discussion of New Water Smart Grant Opportunity: 
The Bureau of Reclamation is offering a grant opportunity through Inflation Reduction Act 
funding. The grant requires a 50% match. There was a bit of an emphasis on raw water delivery 
systems such as flumes, ditches, and canals but they must be updated. Repair of existing 
systems does not qualify. It does include smart meters and treatment plants. There are bonus 
points for connection to agriculture. There is also a component for renewable energy projects 
which increase hydro capacity.  
 
Mr. Pete Kampa said GCSD is interested in automated metering for a cost of approximately 
$4M. This would allow for replacement of manual read non-functioning metering systems. There 
are communication challenges because of topography and vegetation. They have had success 
with their pilot project. It is a primary tool for water conservation. GCSD can fund the matching 
portion.  
 
Any other agencies interested in applying must let Ms. Mattos know by September 30th. She will 
check on whether NEPA or CEQA must be completed.  
 
7.   Project Review Committee Report:   
Ms. Lott provided background information on the review process for the benefit of new 
members. The report will be sent out. 
 
WAC Agreement: There was agreement to recommend to the JPA board that the reviewed 
projects be accepted into the IRWMA Plan.  
   
8.  Brainstorm Future IRWMA Activities and New Project Concepts: 
 
Project Ideas –  

➢ Desedimentation of reservoirs 
➢ Purple pipe 
➢ Raw water connections for fire suppression 
➢ Utilities connection to private land for fire protection 
➢ Integrating Firewise Safe neighborhoods 
➢ Integration of trails into fuel reduction areas 
➢ Fuels reduction mapping around water infrastructure 
➢ Mapping of available water for fire suppression 
➢ Interpretive features to highlight watershed benefits to downstream users 
➢ Mapping of critical infrastructure such as roads and tie in stormwater issues 
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➢ Improve reliability of telecommunications for water agencies 
➢ Meadow restoration 
➢ Investigate local mitigation bank 
➢ Look into Cal FIRE and SNC grants  

 
Presentations and Speakers –  

• Presentation by tribal representatives on forest restoration 

• Downstream users - how you use the water, how water goes to Delta, OID What are 
expectations of the upstream caretakers of the watershed? 

• Green Energy rationale 

• Wildlife Preserve, Fish and Wildlife – how water works below the dams 

• Climate change plans 

• MCRA (Mr. Justin Caporusso) – how to educate downstream users 

• RCD, Firesafe, and IRWMA joint meeting to discuss fire safety around water 
infrastructure 

• Cal FIRE discussion on infrastructure protection on private property 

• Land Trust and a mitigation bank 

• UMRA watershed grant – follow progress with potential presentation 

• Hetch Hetchy and Tuolumne County 
 
Field Trips –  

➢ THCSD stormwater projects with Mr. Tom Trott 
➢ Westside Dam 
➢ UTICA tour 

 
Ideas Suggested Previously by the JPA Board –  

• A presentation on water rights 

• A speaker from Sierra Business Council who could talk about the impact of electrification 
of vehicles on agencies and organizations augmented with a copy of comments 
gathered during community meetings 

• Forest sustainability and the connection to water quantity and quality 

• Mr. John Coleman from EBMUD who now works at CCWD 

• Mr. Justin Caperoso from Mountain Counties to speak to their efforts to educate 
downstream interests 
 

 
9.   Wrap Up, Next Agenda – Suggestions/Adjournment 
      Next Meeting October 16, 2024 
 
Submitted by: 
Ms. Carolyn Lott  
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Watershed Advisory Committee Members 

 
Alicia Hanks 

Amador-Tuolumne Community 
Action Agency 

 
Present 

Joe Bors ATCAA/Alternate Present 

Kelly Gerkensmeyer Calaveras County Water 
District 
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Juan Maya CCWD/Alternate  

Tom Parrington Central Sierra Audubon Present 

Walt Kruse CSA/Alternate  

John Buckley 
Central Sierra Environmental 
Resource Center  

Chelsea Lewandowski CSERC/Alternate Present 

Chris O’Flinn City of Angels Camp  

Rebecca Callen CAC/Alternate  

Stephen Opie City of Sonora  

Ann Segerstrom CS/Alternate  

Rachel Pearlman Groveland Community 
Services District 

 

Present 

Pete Kampa GCSD/Alternate Present 

Rebecca Miller-Cripps Jamestown Sanitary District Present 

Judy Selby JSD/Alternate  

Jill McClintock JSD/Alternate  

Kristina Fillmore Murphys Sanitary District  

Dan Murphy MSD/Alternate  

Brian Barclay Pinecrest Permittees Assoc.  

Chris Barth PPA/Alternate  

Diana Beasley TB of Me-Wuk Indians Present 

Laura Hiler TBMWI/Alternate  

Natlie Rizzi Tuolumne County  

Denise Zitnik TC/Alternate Present 

 

Kirk Ford 

Tuolumne County Resource 
Conservation District 

 

Present 

Tricia Pellar TCRCD Present 

Keith Martin Tuolumne Group Sierra Club Present 

Karen Swanson  TCSC/Alternate  

Joanne McCulloch TCSC/Alternate  

Ron Ringen Tuolumne Utilities District Present 

Glen Jacobs TUD/Alternate Present 

Tom Trott Twain Harte Community 
Services District 

 

Lewis Giambruno THCSD/Alternate Present 

Curtis Kvamme 
U.S. Forest Service – 
Stanislaus National Forest Present 

Michael Jow USFS/Alternate  

Jessica Self Union Public Utility District  

Jenna Mayo UPUD/Alternate  

Elaine Urruty UPUD/Alternate  

Joel Metzger Utica Water & Power Authority  
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Emily Dondero UWPA/Alternate  

Stacie Walker UWPA/Alternate Stacie Walker 

 
IRWMA Staff 

Name  Organization Attendance 

Carolyn Lott Carlon Consulting Present 

Lindsay Mattos TCRCD Present 

 
Other Interested Parties Present 

Name  Organization 

Emily Long TUD 

Sean Hembre Tuolumne County 

 


