
Utica Water and Power Authority
New Projects Overview

Wednesday April 17, 2024

1



¢ƘǊŜŜ aŀƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ¦ǘƛŎŀΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ

1. 1852 ς 1946
ÅUnion Water Company 
   and Utica Mining Company 

2. 1946 ς 1995
ÅPacific Gas and Electric

3. 1995 ς Present:
ÅUtica Water and Power Authority

Three Main Chapters in Utica's History
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ÅCCWD purchased the system from PG&E in 1995

ÅPurpose: To acquire PG&E's water conveyance system, 
hydroelectric facilities, and water rights

ÅA Joint Powers Authority (JPA) was formed in 1995 with these 
founding members:

Å In 2005, CCWD withdrew from the JPA

Joint Powers Authority Formed in 1995



What is Utica Water and Power Authority?

ÅHolding 7 water rights: Stanislaus River, Mill 
Creek, Angels Creek, French Gulch

ÅConveying water to nearly 10,000 people 
through 5 reservoirs,27 miles of wooden 
flumes, and concrete canals

ÅOperating two hydroelectric powerhouses

Murphys
Powerhouse

3.6 MW

Angels
Powerhouse

1.4 MW

What is Utica's Purpose?



Utica's Water Rights Portfolio
Stanislaus River: 60 CFS = 43,000 AF/year

Attachment A 
Agreement 

Limits 
Diversions, 
Increases 

Reliability in 
Summer & 
Drought



aŀǇ ƻŦ ¦²t!Ωǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 

Water 
Treatment 
Plants: 3

Irrigation 
Contractors: 27

Environmental 
Releases: 2

JPA Agricultural

Deliveries: 3



Two FERC Projects: Utica & Angels

Utica Project 2019

Angels Project 2699



¦ǘƛŎŀΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ tŀǘƘǿŀȅ



¦ǘƛŎŀΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ tŀǎǎŜǎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Alpine, Utica, Union, and 

OldSpicer Reservoirs

Utica

Union Alpine



North Fork Stanislaus River in Big Trees



Upstream (Non-UWPA Project) McKay's Point Reservoir
Intake to 8.3-mile,18-foot-diameterCollierville Tunnel



Mill Creek Tunnel Tap
{ǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¦²t!Ωǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όt-2019)

Start of Utica 
Project P-2019



The Tunnel Tap Discharges Into the Upper Utica Canal
Which replaced an 8-aƛƭŜ /ŀƴŀƭ CǊƻƳ aŎYŀȅΩǎ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ
Outflow of Mill Creek Tunnel Tap in Upper Utica Canal



The Upper Utica Canal Flows into Hunters Reservoir Near Avery 

Upper Utica Canal 
Inflow to Hunters

Upper Utica Canal and Hunter Dam

Releases from Hunters



Hunters Dam Releases Control Flows into UWPA System

Hunter 
Reservoir 
Serves as 
CCWD Backup
Water Supply

Mill Creek Inlet

S128 Gaging 
Station

Environmental 
Release: 1.5 
CFSsummer
0.5 CFS winter


