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What is Utica Water and Power Authority?

Utica is a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) that was formed in 1996
ÅJPA members: Union Public Utility District and City of Angels Camp. 

CCWD was part of the formation, but left in 2003.

ÅNearly 10,000 people rely on Utica for their sole public water supply

ÅOur Board consists of two City Council members, two UPUD Board 
members and one at-large member.



What is Utica Water and Power Authority (cont.)?

ÅUtica holds senior water rights (1853) to 33,000 acre feet of 
water from the North Fork Stanislaus River.

Å10 staff members transport this water through five reservoirs, 27 
miles of flumes and ditches.

ÅWe also operate two hydroelectric power plants and hold two 
FERC licenses.

ÅOur budget is between $3 and $4 million per year.



Water: Our Gold Clip

https://youtu.be/CYE0dRFu6nQ?t=226

https://youtu.be/CYE0dRFu6nQ?t=226
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Town of Murphys
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Project Goals

Ç Build a 40-foot communications tower

Ç Add reservoir level monitoring via SCADA

Ç Improve water supply and reliability 

Ç Increase water conservation and efficiency

Ç9ȄǇŀƴŘ ¦ǘƛŎŀΩǎ [ƛƴŜ ƻŦ {ƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ

Ç Increase emergency response time and notifications

Ç Provide benefits to both Utica and Union Public Utility 

District.



Project Overview

Ç Grant funding: $25,000

Ç Total project cost: $36,807

Ç Project start: July 2020

Ç Project completion: June 2022

Ç All construction done by UticaΩǎ ƛƴ-house staff
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ÅUtica identified 
needs for additional 
communications 
and monitoring 
stations 

ÅStephens Reservoir, 
Cademartori 
Reservoir targeted 
for additional 
comms and 
monitoring

October 2020 



A communication survey was 
performed to identify the most 
suitable location for the tower to 
achieve a line of site (LOS) pathway. 
Tie in with Murphys Powerhouse and 
Murphys Forebay a priority.

From the survey, a small self-supporting 
tower structure suitable for the location 
ǿŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ 
specifications were followed.

November 2020



Utica worked with 
UPUD to identify an 
optimal location for 
the 40-foot tower.

May 2021


